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Paul

I watched a one-hour travel program filmed
by an European television station over the
wnternet. The host of the program uvisited
Macau on a lonely planet style knapsack
and was determined to live one day just like
the ordinary citizens of Macaw. Ruins of St.
Paul, Venetian Resort and Casino, egg larts

and the usual souvenir shops were

*-..‘ q’ ___- b definitely not on his itinerary.

Instead, his itinerary began
with a cup of coffee and
a bowl of pork chop
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noodle at Lau Kei in Ilha Verde, the odd
wron wall food stall now surrounded by high
rising apartment buildings. It followed by
a trip to the abandoned churches and in the
former fishing village of Kau Ou, Coloane.
Lunch was traditional Cantonese yum cha
at Long Wa near the Red Markel. A stroll
down the narrow streets around Largo do
Lilau and bargain hunting for second-hand
handicrafts and antiques on Armazém Velho
made up for the afternoon. At the end of the
day, the host stayed at San Va Hospedaria,
the worn-out hotel infamous for the mouvie
Isabella, and read a few books written by
local artists purchased from Pinto Livros
wn this 30's style bed.

I've been living in Macau since I was 10,
but at the end of this one hour travel show, 1
thought I was watching a travel show about a
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foreign country. I went to Pinto Livros, the
bookstore, once last year, and the last time
I had breakfast at Lau Kei was probably
three years ago. I've never been to Kau Ou in
Coloane, never ordered any food from Long
Wa and never stayed at San Va. I can't tell
the exact location of Largo do Lilau either.
I spend most of my leisure time dinning
and shopping at one of the casino resorts or
shopping malls. Handicraft and antique
shopping was definitely not my cup of tea. I
order coffee from Starbucks or McCafe more
often than I ever visited any of the family
owned food stalls. I was never inierested
in those places that were so interested in
the eyes of a foreigner and represented the
unique charm of Macau.

I was saddened by my own lack of
appreciation for shops, restaurants and
buildings that was the crown jewel in the
eyes of a traveler. I'm taking a few days
off next week, maybe I will take a day trip
of the place I called home, and rediscover
the beauty I had yet to appreciate until

this very moment.





