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A black sheep

Once upon a time, black sheep
were considered less valuable than white
ones. Farmers disliked them. Now'ablack
sheep’ is used to refer to a person in a
family who is considered disgraceful.

For example: Mr Chan looks af the photo of his
family and points at his son, Tom. He said: 'l work so
hard but he loses all my moneay in the casino. He is
really the black sheep in our family.
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Boys will be boys

This is @ humorous expression fo say
that grown men sometimes act and play
like small boys.

For example: 'l am sure all that noise comes from
the Men% Club’, Mary frowned. 'Yes, youre rightl As
people say, boys will be boys.” Anna smiled.
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Call a spade a spade

This saying refers fo people who
are honest, direct and speak in a
straighfforward manner.

For emample: 'Lify, though you sald you don't like
me, | still like you very much because you aflways call a

spade a spade.’ John said.
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Cast pearls before swine

Swine are pigs. And fo our
understanding, pigs don't have great
appreciation for things of value. We have
fo be aware of giving something valuable
fo those unable to appreciate it.

For example: '‘When | was singing to the
people there, it was like casting pearis before
swine. They were just talking loudly and some

were even sleeping.’ Johnny sighed.
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A cat may look at a king

This was apopularsayingin England
about 300 years ago. It means: 'you are
no more important than | am,” and was
directed at someone who thought himself
superior fo others. But now, this saying is
used to say : | may not be important but
I have the same rights that you have.’

For exampla: Helena is new in the office. Her
boss said: Helena, though you are new here, don't
worryl A cat may look at a king.’




