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When A Foreigner Tries To Buy A Carton Of Discount Eggs

HEB—RBEBFTEMONKIE - | stopped by a neighborhood
MESE—REANESHE - LESRE  supermarket when | saw a large poster.
TEEEISR, - EHEHEMN "E[E, W& Eggs were on sale. It had a giant “50%
ZNBE—1IRINDPXZE - BBWREW  off” sign on it and then a tiny line written
REMITHEE - MABIY—ITHEEMNR  in Chinese, saying that customers have to

= buy 2 dozens or more to qualify for this
HOEEEE - BEmESTmIy  discount.
HHE - ETNERRHIE - FRE@WE | parked my motorcycle and went

—UARNO+=SPINEAL - h=FLEM  inside and tock 2 dozens of eggs and
EF—ITHE - -HBHhAXBEHEIIRER  waited in line before the cash register.
SIRS|ERR - MO WE - MITW{IFE A Caucasian male probably in his 40s
WNEE - —S8LEN+SEEUIKE  was also standing in front of me. He was
EET—NMFLR—TEE - BES holding 1 dozen of eggs in his hand and
FRith—ESRBMIToiIM LS TRERS | guess he was also probably attracted to
*ERE - SAMESNEREESE - 5R  the store by the sign.
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A few minutes later, when it was his
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turn to pay, the cashier, a mid-aged woman
also in her 40s, looked at his 12 eggs
and told him that he had to buy 2 dozens
or more to get the half-price discount,
otherwise he had to pay for the original
price. She was saying this in Chinese.

Puzzled by the price on the cash
register, he asked her why she was asking
him to pay for the original price when
the sign outside is saying they're deing o
50% off discount. He was saying this in
English.

She told him to grab another 12 eggs
and then he would get his half price and
they would both end up living happily
forever. It's obvious that none of them
understood what each other was saying
and temper started going downhill rapidly.
The egg shopper started to question
why the cashier couldn't understand or
communicate with others in basic English
and he also couldn't understand why the
supermarket hired her in the first place.
And the cashier started to question why
somebody whao's living in the Chinese
territory couldn’t read simple words such
as two dozens in Chinese and listen to

simple words from a sincerely stalf at the
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supermarket and if she could speak English
she would be working at an office or one
of the casinos now instead of serving
shitty customer like this complete idiot who
couldn't know the difference between one
dozen of eggs and two dozens of eggs.

| treated their communication, or
should | say miscommunication because
none of them understood what the other
one was saying. A few minutes later, |
realized that their conversation could go
on forever and | might get a ticket for
parking my motorcycle on the sidewalk. So
| translated the content of the poster to the
foreigner and he finally grabbed another
carton of eggs and left this miserable
shop. The cashier was still complaining

after | had finished paying for my eggs.

Finally, when | walked out of the
supermarket with my cartons of discount
eggs, | felt really good acbout myself.
| remembered watching o diplomat
working on the six-nation North Korea
nuclear talks saying this on the television
news the night before: “If we could get
them to sit down and talk and let them
understand each other's viewpoints, there
might just be progress.” | felt | was doing
my part to turn Macau into a society of

understanding.



