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Having taken the three-week English programme in

New Zealand, beside for the improvement in my own

speaking proficiency, I had got some new concepts on

teaching the second language.

For the personal improvement in language learning

and teaching, I found that grammar can be described as a

beautiful picture on the map.  I absolutely agree with

that which can interest and change the point of view of

our students to learn grammar which is regarded as a

difficult subject for learning. Grammar does carry lots

of functions such as creating worlds, letting people to

know more about the purposes of language, surviving

around the world and helping to do things with one

another. I was also told what problems the Cantonese

speakers encounter when they articulate certain syllables

of English. Mind-mapping can be a way for helping

students to have their independent ways of thinking and

for building the vocabulary capacity. In order to have an

interesting reading lessons, except through the story-

telling or role play, teachers can ask students to have

some predictions as the story goes on. Teachers can make

use of the cloze exercises, outlining and paraphrasing so

as to let students have a more understanding picture of

the story. For writing, teachers can ask students to have

the frequent free writing habit which may help students
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build up their confidence in communication in English

through writing. I found that my teaching focused on

“focus-on-forms” which is a traditional way of teaching,

that is, the focus of teaching is put on certain grammar

points. Virtually my teaching can be done through

“focus-on-form” which means the use of some specific

linguistic features is elicited communicatively.

The above ideas can remind me to do some reforms

on my teaching. I will try to apply those theories into

my class. During the visit in one of the NZ schools, I

am aware that there is only one teacher responsible for

all the subjects of a class. That situation can hardly be

found in the Asian schools. I think that the privilege in

doing so is to build up a closer relationship between the

class teacher and the students. On the other hand, the

NZ students get use to have group work activities for

learning. While the class teacher is handling a particular

group, the other groups of students are doing different

work independently. Students’ works are exposed and

published everywhere inside the classroom which can

help to build up the confidence of students in learning

and the homely atmosphere of the classrooms.

For  t h i s programme, even though I have got some

new ideas of language teaching, it is only

the brief introduction of the concepts on

the L2 learning and teaching. The

programme does cover the various

branches of L2 teaching but it is in a

rush. I would like to suggest that for

the similar programmes held in the

future, they should be taken into a

deeper account of the problems that

the Macao teachers usually encounter

in their L2 teaching.
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